Atomic Structure Notes

Name: _____________________________________
Date:_________________


Directions: Answer the questions below while reading pages 16 – 17 of Gateways to Science Grade 8.
Subatomic Particles

1. Define atom. Use the context of the word in the reading for help.

2. Is Democritus’ idea about the atom correct? Explain.

3. Are all atoms the same? Explain.

4. List two characteristics that protons and neutrons have in common.

The Nucleus: Home of Protons and Neutrons

5. Fill in the columns of the chart below 

	Subatomic Particle
	Charge
(positive, neutral, negative)
	Location
(inside or outside of the nucleus)
	Mass
(in a.m.u)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


6. What happens if the nucleus breaks apart?

7. Which is larger, a gram or an a.m.u.? Explain.

8. Why aren’t electrons counted in the mass number of an atom?

