[image: image1.png]Contains protons & neutrons

Can hold up to 2 electrons

Can hold up to 8 electrons

Can hold up to 18 electrons



Electron Clouds

Electrons travel around the nucleus in a region called the electron cloud. This is the most accurate model of the atom.

Unlike the electron cloud model, the Bohr model of the atom shows electrons orbiting the nucleus in set paths called energy levels.

 Generally, the following rules can be used to make a Bohr model for the first 20 elements:

( The first energy level can hold no more than two
electrons.

( The second energy level can hold no more than eight
electrons.

( The third energy level can hold no more than eight
electrons.

( Lower energy levels must be filled before going to
higher levels.
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