8th Grade Science Course Information
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ms. Torrance				E-mail: Louisa.torrance@austinisd.org
Phone:  512-841- (Room 211)	Tutoring: 15 minutes before and after school 	   	
Dear Scottie Students and Parents,
            My name is Ms. Torrance and I am very excited about starting a new school year in 8th grade science! I am originally from Austin and attended Anderson High School followed by the University of Texas, where I earned my degree in Marine Biology. My mom is an art teacher at McCallum High School and has been a constant source of inspiration through my own teaching experience. 
This year we will be taking on many kinds of science – ecosystems, astronomy, geology, the atmosphere, physics, and chemistry - while incorporating 21st century skills such as team working, oral communication, technology proficiency, professionalism, and social responsibility. Learning to learn by hands on exploration and real life problem solving will be of benefit in any area of academics, and lasts a lifetime!
Please review the attached procedures and rules for my classroom with your child, sign the attached form, and fill out the student/parent information sheet so that they can return them by August 31st.
Classroom Rules:
1.   Be prepared 
2.   Be prompt
3.   Be productive
4.   Be polite
Classroom Expectations:
1.      Be Nice – respect each other and the classroom we are all a part of. Learn the art of conversation and debate. Think before you speak: is it true? Is it kind? Is it necessary? Be constructive with the classroom, add to it rather than break it down.
2.      Be Cool – show enthusiasm for new ideas. Stay up to date on breaking science and technology. Strive to achieve excellence in your work. Be proud of earning high grades and sharing your pieces with others.
3.      Be Smart – keep yourself and others out of harm. Your choices lead to rewards or to consequences, so make the most of your time here. Make friends and learn from those with experience around you. 
Rewards:
1.      Excellent work displayed in classroom and school, high grades
2.      Verbal Praise and Faculty Acknowledgment
3.      Positive Notes/Phone Calls Home
Consequences:
1.      Verbal Discipline/Loss of daily privileges 
2.      Lunch Detention/Parent Contact
3.      In School Suspension
I understand that some days can be tough, and I am here to help you through it so you and your peers can continue to learn and produce excellent work.
Class Routines
WARM UP:  Every day you will be expected to come into the classroom and immediately begin writing the warm up and working on a Do Now in your notebook.
SEATING:  Assigned seats will be given. Assigned seats will be switched from time to time throughout the year. 
BEING PREPARED:  You must come to class prepared with all materials. This means having a writing utensil, science notebook, 3 ring binder with paper, and your assignment folder with completed work.
CLASS DISMISSAL: The bell does not dismiss the class. You will be dismissed after all materials have been collected, the room is clean, and you are sitting in your seat. 
ABSENT:  If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to make up and classroom assignments, homework, tests or quizzes that you missed. Absent work will be filed at the front of the classroom at the absent station to be picked up.
RAISING HAND:  When you wish to address the whole class or ask a question, it is important to raise your hand. This way you will be heard, and will not be disrupting another one of your peers or my time to speak.
Grading
30% Summative assessments (tests, projects, reports)
70% Other (Daily work, quizzes, homework, etc.)

I have read the rules, expectations, routines, rewards, consequences, and grading, and understand they are here for the benefit of every student.

Parent Signature: ______________________________________ Date: ______________
Student Signature: _____________________________________ Date: ______________
