The Lunar Cycle
Draw an illustration for the following facts about the lunar cycle:
· The lunar cycle occurs about every 28 days.
· No matter the phase, the sun always lights one half of the moon.  
· The reflection of sunlight is the reason the moon is visible.
· The gravitational pull of the moon is what causes the tides on earth.
· Spring tides are tides with the largest daily range.
· Spring tides occur during the new and full moon phases.
· Neap tides are tides with the smallest daily range.
· Neap tides occur during the first and last quarter moon phase.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


The Moon makes a COUNTER CLOCKWISE REVOLUTION AROUND THE EARTH

	Moon Phase
	Diagram
	Explanation

	new moon
	
[image: image1.png]



	No moon is visible because:

	waxing crescent
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	Seen as a small crescent because:

	first quarter
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	Seen as a half-moon because:

Note:  The first quarter moon looks like a right half of a circle.

	waxing gibbous
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	Seen as a greater than quarter but less than a full moon because:

	full moon
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	The entire sunlit side of the moon is visible because:

	waning gibbous
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	Seen as greater than a quarter but less than a full moon because:

	last quarter
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	Seen as a half-moon because:
Note:  The first quarter moon looks like a left half of a circle.

	waning crescent
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	Seen as a tiny slice of the moon because:
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