Austin’s Aquatic Ecosystems: Lab Investigation

Background: Certain animals are called indicator species, meaning their presence and population in a habitat reflects the overall health of the habitat. 

Non-living indicators can also be used. In aquatic environments, such as rivers, chemical tests can be taken which tell us more about the health of the river. One test is called the dissolved oxygen test, which measures how much oxygen is present for plants and animals to use. This test uses many chemicals in specific amounts.

Hypotheses: Recent environmental efforts have helped the Shoal Creek habitat become healthy.

Necessary procedures: 
- Must collect aquatic species for population counts
- Must use chemical water testing kit to take dissolved oxygen test
- Must work as a scientific team

YOUR SCIENTIFIC DUTY

1. Design a 10-step lab procedure that will answer the hypothesis. 
*Make sure all 10 steps follow the Texas Safety Standard rules.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]After each step, write a defense for why you chose the step, and how the step follows the Texas Safety Standard rules.
